Luke describes a disciple asking Jesus to teach us to pray and we receive our great prayer – the Our Father – which guides us on a path to seek our daily bread. This God given prayer is followed by the midnight parable of the person going to his friend’s house to seek bread to offer hospitality to a third person in the story. Unlike our 24 hour markets, the friend and family have gone to bed. However, the midnight shopper is determined not to leave until he has met his shopping list. He awakens the entire family until the person unbolts the door and gives this persistent person 3 loaves of bread. The man would not go away until he could provide hospitality to another which was so vital a goal for the culture and geography of this evening visitor.  
The parable’s meaning is founded on the elements of hospitality, persistence, and trust and faith that a friend will help in a time of need. You can relate to the story (even if it has not yet happened to you yet) Our human experience strongly suggests that people offering us life changing events of a positive nature do not knock on our front door in the dark of midnight. Hospitality shines in the light and is constructed within a harmony of friendship.
But let’s search for hospitality in 2016 – what does it look like and where does it reside? I ask this question under the microscope of when I was just beyond the age of reason growing up in Detroit, I can still remember sitting on the front porch of my grand parent’s house listening to the adult conversation after their work day.  I remember stories about their work, sports, beer, politics, cars, food, and beer. They gathered together as neighbors and average Americans where they offered up their frustrations, their dreams, their values and there was an unspoken contract that they cared about their families and one another. They were God fearing and loving neighbors who worked hard and had pride for what they were building for their families and their neighborhood.

Hospitality can’t grow without the roots of respect and dignity for others and be able to exist and flourish beyond what I call in our current time – “the selfie moments”. The life blood of hospitality is to be able to be open to others and form a common bond.
I ask you – do you feel any genuine hospitality when you see a sign or hear some one say, “Black Lives Matter? For me that message is an incomplete truth, just as White Lives Matter, Women’s Lives Matter, Children’s Lives Matter and what ever group you wish to identify because as Catholics you already know before I say it that the complete truth has been, is and always will be that All Lives Matter. When we divide ourselves up by whatever instrument that is common to us but excludes others we have lost all hope to have the full unity of the human family that God gave us and wants us to share.
In this year of 2016 of our Lord, there are people who want to give the impression of being our friend in order to get what they want from us. They coat themselves in a thin shell of hospitality and then quickly move ahead on a persistent track moving toward their agenda. They don’t come in person and knock on our front door. They know better and they use the best instrument possible for their intentions which today is of course our phone.

How many calls have you received that have to do with the upcoming election?

Now I offer you my message, I like the political pollsters did not come to your front door; I am not going to bother you at dinner by calling you on the phone. I have an obvious advantage that you came to God’s house, our house, and it is my opportunity to do his will through this homily.

Really like or really dislike the personalities of our Presidential candidates, you and I must think beyond their annoyances and consider the greater influence they will have on America’s future. We must not focus on their attitudes but rather their actions.
Please, please, please do not fall into the illogical trap of not voting and appeasing your feelings like you have done the country some honorable, noble and courageous action. You have a right to vote, people have died for your right to vote, do your homework and vote for the person who will be the best President. Don’t echo the tired mantra of having to vote for the lesser of two evils. Politics are corrupt, imperfect and there has never been a perfect candidate. This is our American system and it is not likely to be different before we reach November’s election. Please do not create excuses why you should not or can not vote. Do your home work and vote.
I can sum up political history in my life time in 5 words. Political promises, elections, broken promises.
So what should we do? We must ask ourselves carefully and properly – which of the two candidates is the best person on behalf of all human life? Which of them will work against abortion? Which of them will prevent Planned Parenthood from selling baby parts? Which of them will join with us to protect, respect and honor all human life including life in the womb? Which of them will nominate Supreme Court justices that will bring dignity to the fact that all lives matter and must be treated equally and fairly in all the courts of our land?
Which of these candidates will protect us from enemies – foreign and domestic? Which of these will do everything possible before sending young men and women to other countries to stand between us and people who wish to kill them and us?

Which candidate will try to create situations in every state that offer employment to every person who wishes to work?
Which candidate will strive to preserve our freedom of speech and our freedom of religion?

Which of them will stop echoing they are going to simplify the tax system and actually do it helping families and small businesses?  
Do not allow the media to guide your vote. Please do not allow 30 second sound bites on television to be your research and home work as you prepare to vote. Do not be an emotional or uninformed voter. If you and I vote for different candidates I hope the reason is that for all I have offered you that you truly feel that man or that woman will serve the best needs of all these important issues.

Don’t cast a vote because of the candidate’s language, temperament, looks, political signs, slogans, buttons – vote for the issues that impact our lives.
Don’t vote for Trump simply because he has never been a politician because there are many things he must learn because he has never been a politician. He might have advantages because he does not think like a politician but if he is to be successful he must rely on many other experts in the areas of economics, military, employment, etc.

Don’t vote for Hillary simply because she is a woman and wouldn’t it make us feel good and some how make up for injustices to women if we elected a woman. NO, if Hillary is not the best candidate we should not vote for her. We must vote on the issues and not on gender.

Vote for the issues of Human Life, the economy, personal safety, the Constitution, personal freedoms and vote for the person that will best prune the three branches – The Executive Branch, the Judicial Branch and the Legislative Branch. They have lost their checks and balances and no longer serve all the American people. 

It has been said so often but it is always true for the time it is said that this is such an important election that will either give us new dreams or put us so far back in despair that our children and grand children may never fully recover. This is not rhetoric but a reality.
We have a chance to take a stand against political correctness. We have a chance to correct the politicians. You have great power in the currency of your vote.

I have approved this message and I hope God approves what I offer.
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